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Local charlty helps with mobility

By CORAL COOKSLEY

A local charity has tipped the
scales to make a dream come true
for a young woman in a wheelchair
with mobility.

Prisoners on the Run charity re-
cently donated $12,600 to Albury-
based charity ‘Make Me Mobile’
making up the gap needed for the
purchase of a wheelchair accessi-
ble vehicle.

The vehicle will assist Chiltern’s
Kay Ruggi with transport for her
42-year-old daughter Melanie.

‘MakeMe Mobile’ CEO and found-
er Peter White said the four-year-
old charity had been raising funds
for the $60,000 vehicle for the last
two and half years, with Kay his
first client.

“The donation has brought the
purchase of the vehicle over the
line,” he said.

“This hopefully will be one of
many vehicles Make Me Mobile can
endeavour to give to NDIS families.”

Beechworth Correctional Cen-
tre’s operational manager Sally
Hayden said it had been a great
partnership with Peter.

“This was our opportunity to
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THRILLED Melame and Kay Ruggi (left), Make Me Moblle founder and CEO Peter White with Beechworth
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Correctional Centre staff members Nick Selinsky, Sally Hayden and Veronica Draper presenting the ‘big cheque’

last week in Chiltern.

make helping to make a difference
to one person’s life,” she said.

Ms Hayden said she had seen
Kay’s story on the Beechworth
Community Facebook page alert-
ing her to Kay’s plight.

Mr White said Kay had spoken

to his charity about the things Mel
could no longer do as she can't get
in the car.

“She likes to go and watch the
planes take off and land at Albury
airport,” he said.

“Her dad likes to take her out to
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Stanley to help her throw a fishing
line in and even going to ‘Maccas’.
“It’s what we take for granted and
this is going to be something that
is super special to her and a good
thing for her family.
“The Prisoners on the Run char-

ity giving us what we needed to get
over line is fantastic and has really
made Kay’s day.

“We’re going to have a charity
event in Albury around April, and
present that the vehicle fully modi-
fied to Kay and Mel at that event.

“We’ve paid a deposit, and the
vehicle goes on the production line
next month.”

Mr White said he looked forward
to seeing the looks on their faces
when they drive out in their brand
new fully modified Hyundai Staria.

“We'll be able to see the difference
that we made in their lives,” he said.

Kay said the vehicle will give
them the opportunity to do what
everyone takes for granted.

“Melanie loves going out for a
drive and it has been her thing for
her entire life,” she said.

Born with an epilepsy syndrome,
Melanie lives with an intellectual
disability caused by severe epilep-
tic seizures in infancy.

Kay said her daughter began
to lose mobility after contracting
COVID-19.

Kay and Melanie lived in Beech-
worth for more than 20 years be-
fore relocating to Chiltern.
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The family commissioned art-
ist Kane Minogue from the NSW
North Coast who recycles scrap
metal to create the unique sculp-
ture.

“I wanted something practical
not just art, that people could
use,” Anne said.

“I could imagine cyclists com-
ing here, putting their bikes in
the rack, sitting and looking
around and wondering what hap-
pened to Tony, and perhaps get-
ting the story.

“Tony’s dog Rosie was very loy-
al and after he died, she was lost.

“All his social media posts had
Rosie in them, and he was also a
wonderful photographer.

“We created the Tony Reeck-
man Memorial Photography Tro-
phy at the Rutherglen Agricultur-
al Show too.”

Anne said her brother had just
retired at the time of the accident.

“He'd sold half the farm and he
and Deb had bought a house with

When people see the
sculpture and the
story, one hopes it

makes people think
twice about using
their mobile phone
while driving.
- DEB ENSHAW

SPECIAL: Tony Reeckman’s family Therese (left) and Christopher
Reeckman with youngsters Molly and Joey from Wagga, Simone
Maulder from Noosa, Debbie and Peter Reeckman from Wagga,
Sydney’s Garry Holmes and Anne Reeckman with Tim Maulder and
Rosie (front) at an official dedication to honour Tony last Saturday.
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renovations planned to start the
weekend he lost his life,” she said.

“We also want people to be
aware of what terrible tragedies
can happen within seconds by
people using their phones while
driving.”

Now visiting the site not far
from where she lives, Deb En-
shaw who had been Tony’s long-
term partner said Tony had loved
the Wine Bottle and as a photog-
rapher had taken many pictures
of the structure in various forms.

“It's a real connection to the
area and the view is stunning
looking over the sculpture,” she
said.

“When people see the sculp-
ture and the story, one hopes it
makes people think twice about
using their mobile phone while
driving.”

Tony’s longtime friend and cy-
cling buddy Roger Fiedler, said
the cyclist had always been safe-
ty conscious about riding on the
road.

“He also loved country life,
and the sculpture depicts his dog
waiting for him to come back
from his bike ride, which she al-
ways used to do,” he said.

Tony’s nephew Tim Maulder,
who now looks after Rosie, trav-
elled from Noosa in Queensland

bringing the 11-year-old Kelpie to
the special event.

“The artist and Anne, my aunt-
ie, have done the most amazing
job,” he said.

“They have really nailed Tony
with the dog, the bike and all the
old Holden parts.

“We’re so happy to have it here,
and we’ve noticed a lot of people
coming to have a look and take
photos.

“I think it’s going to do a good
job of raising awareness of road
and cyclist safety as well.”

Rutherglen resident and In-
digo Shire councillor Roberta
Horne said Mr Minogue’s work

represented community and was
love personified.

Cr Horne acknowledged Ru-
therglen’s Ann Killeen who
helped bring the project to frui-
tion.

“The project reflects coordi-
nation of the artist, community
members, friends, family and
the Rutherglen Wine Bottle com-
mittee and council teams,” she
said.

The project funded by Tony’s
family is the first one under
council’s new Public Art Policy.

Family travelled from NSW
and Queensland for the special
event.
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Hi,

I’m Ben Gibbs, your local Pest Technician
servicing Wangaratta and the North East.

Pre Purchase & Timber Pest Inspections
Termite Treatments & Preventative Measures
Spider Sprays
Rodents
Bird Proofing
Household & Commercial Pests



